THE ARYAN CULTURE                     37
administrative unit. It had its own local officers
and headman, its own panchayats and court of
justice. It was further linked up with other
villages. Groups of villages were placed under
officers who derived their authority from the
king. The religious life of the Aryans in the
villages was also attended to by the Brahmins.
This took the form of ceremonies and sacrifices.
Most of these were conducted for the benefit of
individuals, but sometimes there were also national
sacrifices.
Side by side with this the Brahmins looked after
the education of the people. This education was
secular as well as religious, that is to say, they
taught those subjects which enabled people to
learn divine wisdom as well as the management
of the affairs of this world. Yet all this education
was self-supporting. The teachers and the stu-
dents were maintained by the community, though
sometimes kings gave grants of land to learned
Brahmins. Though the house of every Brahmin
was a kind of school, yet there were some edu-
cational institutions which were like the univer-
sities of to-day. Such educational institutions
were found at Navadvip, Benares, Poona, and
Nalanda. To these centres of learning flocked
students from all parts of India.
This is a bird's-eye view of the Aryan or
Hindu civilization. It is natural to ask what
good this civilization has done to India in general